THE HOLY GRAIL (TRIP TO VESPA FACTORY)

Speaking to Peter Burley about his intending trip to Eurovespa he informed me about a organised trip to the Piaggio factory on the Tuesday after this event, but as I was not going this year I felt I could not miss this rare opportunity, so arrangements where made by me to fly out and meet up with him, my taxi from Pisa airport took me to the hotel and I arrived exactly the same time as them.

Tuesday morning Chuck Swonnell Kindly took me in his Volkswagen chuck wagon to the Piaggio museum in Ponterda and meet up with all the others, the idea was to visit the factory on this day and the museum on Wednesday but after some discussions with the Piaggio people a combined trip was sorted for this day, which helped the scooter riders in giving them a extra day for the trip home and also gave me a extra day in Pisa to be a tourist.

At the main entrance we where spilt into small groups and walked a small distance to a large door way to see a display of current models being produced, these were mainly autos with just one 125cc px, Mike Fairman was partially interested in a Beverley custom model called a Cruiser 500cc, this had motorcycle type handle bars and associated instruments, black and chrome in appearance. The yellow GT250 took my eye.

We then started the tour, black painted GT frames arrived at the line from a overhead conveyor system and placed on a jig which slowly moved along to various fitting jobs, the workers were a mixture of pretty young ladies to less attractive women, there was a few forklift trucks travelling around which to me seemed very similar the way the Italians drive on the roads, believe me its chaotic, funny enough the Italian TV news announced on Wednesday that the Pope had issued a ten commandment list to stop  road rage.

Any way back to the tour, to see the wiring and control cables and complete assembly was impressive, it was speedy and thorough, at the end all machines were tested and quality controlled tested. I think there are about one thousand a day made and that was just the GTs. 

The other line where making the model called Carnaby I did not view that in great detail, didn’t like it that much.

But at last we got to the PX line, but so sad as only 60 a day are being produced, with a complete shut down by the end of the year or sooner, again to see it assembled was to me great, if only I could do as they do when I have to repair or change a cable etc on mine, and then at the end of the line to hear the sound of the 2 stroke engine roar into life, because again every one is tested. These where again black in colour, there was a batch of grey models wrapped up and ready to go to some lucky people.

I asked if there was going to be a replacement and my answer was, maybe next year with a European emission controlled engine, with gears I asked? Answer was a shrug of the shoulders, we will have to wait and see.

Across from the PXs was the end of the MP3 range including the MP3 400cc & Gilera Fuoco 500cc; we were given a demonstration on its tilting mechanism, both quite impressive machines.

There were also being made elsewhere the Apes and the Porter vans, because we saw loaded transporters leaving the factory plus stockpiled car parks.

Back at the museum we had a guided tour, it was smaller than I thought but to the dedicated vespa anorak like me seeing the first model to the latest auto was something else, notably missing was the PK range and more so the GS160, SS180, Sprints. 

We were not permitted to take photos in the factory but have sent some of the museum to the editor.

A great day for me to visit the birth place of my Vespas with the good company of club members, if the opportunity acures again take it because factory visits are very rare. 

We all adjourned to a small café across the road and had some typical Italian food, pasta and ice cream.

Because of the combined trip I had a extra day in Pisa, did the tourist thing and after saying my goodbyes to the Essex boys & Chuck, who kindly took me to Pisa in his chuck wagon, I booked the hop off/on open top bus, whenever in tourist spots these are great for seeing all the sites plus of cause its very convenient to litery hop on and off. While giving the tower another look there was some spaces on one of the time visit slots, so 15 euros later I was on my way up the leaning tower, a very strange feeling walking up the 300 slippery marble steps, to be honest I did not go to the 8th top floor number 7 was enough, coming down was just as scary

My thanks to the Vespa Club GB for organising the trip and the members I met for a fantastic day out in Ponterda & Pisa.          

Peter Guppy happy PX rider.

